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FACTS:
The taxpayer was facing two GST proceedings from different departments.

The taxpayer argued that Section 6(2)(b) of GST Act prevents parallel proceedings
once one department has already started.

The department replied that the two proceedings were about different violations
(different contraventions), so the bar under Section 6(2)(b) did not apply.

Hon’ble Apex Court Judgement:

The Supreme Court clarified the law:

No double proceedings for the same contravention — if one department has already
started formal proceedings (like a Show Cause Notice) on a particular violation,
another department cannot start again for the same issue.

But, different contraventions = separate proceedings allowed — even if both may lead to
a similar kind of liability (like tax, interest, penalty).

Summons, search or seizure are not “proceedings” — only when a formal adjudication
process begins (like issue of SCN) does Section 6(2)(b) apply.
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